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Sow named inventor, I hereby declare that: 
My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name. 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if 
plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 
Network Distributed Tracking Wire Transfer Protocol , the specification of which: 

PI is attached hereto. 

^ was filed on September 13.2000 as Application Serial No. 09/661.222 . 

PI and was amended on (if applicable). 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as 
amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations, § 1.56(a). 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or § 365(b) of any foreign application(s) for patent or 
inventor's certificate or § 365(a) of any PCT International application which designated at least one country other than the 
United States, listed below and have also identified below, by checking the box, any foreign application for patent or inventor's 
certificate, or PCT International application having a filing date before that of the application on which priority is claimed: 

Prior Foreign Application(s) Priority Claimed 
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(Number) (Country) (Day/Month/Year Filed) Yes No 
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(Application Serial No.) (Filing Date) 

I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 120 of any United States application(s), or § 365(c) of any PCT International 
application designating the United States, listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application 
is not disclosed in the prior United States or PCT International application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. § 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56 
which became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT International filing date of this 
application: 

09/111,896 July 8, 1998 Pending 

(Application Serial No.) (Filing Date) (Status-patented, pending, abandoned) 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and 
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and 
the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and 
that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validijy-.oQh e applicati on or any patent issued thereon. 
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Post Office Address 5825 South Blackstone, Chicago, Illinois 60637 
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United States of Ameica 
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NETWORK DISTRIBUTED TRACKING 
WIRE TRANSFER PROTOCOL 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application claims priority to provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/153,709, entitled SIMPLE DATA TRANSPORT PROTOCOL METHOD 
AND APPARATUS, filed on September 13, 1999, and to regular patent 
application no. 09/111,896, entitled SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR 
ESTABLISHING AND RETREIVING DATA BASED ON GLOBAL INDICES, 
filed on July 8, 1998. 

MICROFICHE/COPYRIGHT REFERENCE 

A Microfiche Appendix (143 frames, 2 sheets) is included in this 
application that contains material which is subject to copyright protection. The 
copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile reproduction by anyone of 
the Microfiche Appendix, as it appears in the Patent and Trademark Office 
patent files or records, but otherwise reserves all copyright rights whatsoever. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to the storage and retrieval of 
information, and in particular, to a protocol for dynamic and spontaneous 
global search and retrieval of information across a distributed network 
regardless of the data format. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Data can reside in many different places. In existing retrieval systems 
and methods, a client seeking information sends a request to a server. 
Typically, only data that are statically associated with that server are returned. 
Disadvantageously, the search is also usually restricted to previously known 
systems. The search is thus conducted only where the server knows in 
advance to look. 

Another disadvantage of known retrieval systems is the difficulty in 
accessing data in different forms. Known retrieval systems are typically 



